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Listing of the Claims: 

1. (currently amended) A computernnriplemented method, comprising: 
at a client computer, obtaining information about the availability of atjeast 

one update and obtaining infan-nation^about the of unavailability of at least one 
update updates from a server 

storing the information about available and unavailable updates at a local 
cache on the client computer: and 

in response to a request for update information that may be available at the 
server, accessing the local cache to retrieve the information about available 
updates and unavailable updates. 

2. (currently amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 1 
wherein down l oading obtaining information includes accessing at least one Internet 
website. 

3. (previously presented) The computer-implemented method of daim 1 
wherein obtaining infonmation about available updates from the server includes 
obtaining data that changes the infomiation about available updates in the local 
cache. 

4. (previously presented) The computer-implemented method of claim 1 
wherein storing the information about available updates includes storing data 
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identifying whether a hardware device has a driver available for download from an 
online site. 

5. (original) The computer-implemented method of claim 4 wherein at 
least some of the data identifying whether the driver is available for download Is 
maintained in a bitmask. 

6. (original) The computer-Implemented method of claim S wherein the 
bitmask has a bit therein that indicates v^ether the driver may be available for 
download from an online site. 

7. (original) The computer-implemented method of claim 6 wherein the 
bit is determined by hashing an identifier corresponding to the hardware device. 

8. (original) The computer-implemented method of claim 6 wherein a 
setting of the bit Indicates whether a file containing update infomnation can be 
locally accessed. 

9. (original) The computer-implemented method of claim 8 wherein the 
bit setting indicates that the file can be locally accessed, and further comprising, 
accessing the file, and searching for data therein corresponding to the hardware 
device. 
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10. (original) The computer-implemented method of claim 8 wherein the 
data corresponding to the hardware device is present and irKlicates a version 
number of an available driver for that hardware device. 

1 1 . (original) The computer-implemented n^thod of claim 1 wherein 
storing the information about available updates includes storing data Identifying 
wt>ether at least one software component is available for download from an online 
site. 

12. (original) The computer-implemented method of claim 1 1 wherein at 
least one software component is available, and further comprising storing data 
identrf/ing whether installation of at least one available software component is 
dependent on installation of at least one other software component. 

13. (original) The computer-implenr^nted method of claim 1 1 wherein at 
least one software component Is available, and further comprising storing data 
identifying a version for at least one available software component. 

14. (original) The computer-implemented method of claim 1 wherein 
accessing the local cache to retrieve the infbmnation about available updates 
indicates that an update is available, and further comprising, persisting infonmation 
about the available update, 
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15. (original) The computer-implemented method of claim 14 further 
comprising, downloading updates at a time when a connection exists based on the 
infornoation persisted about the available update. 

16. (original) The computer-implemented nrrethod of claim 1 wherein 
accessing the local cache to retrieve the infomiation about available updates 
indicates that an update is available^ and further comprising, downloading the 
available update. 

17. (cumently amended) In a computing device, a system comprising, 
network access software configured to access a network; 

a cache; 

a cache maintenance mechanism connected to the networic access software 
and configured to maintain information in the cach e, the information corresponding 
to available updates maintained on the network and corresponding to unavailable 
updates not maintained on the network: and 

automatic update software connected to access the cache in response to a 
request for update information on the network, and to determine from the 
information in the cache whether an update is available or not available. 

1 8. (original) The system of claim 17 wherein the cache maintenance 
mechanism maintains information in the cache by downloading information into the 
cache from a networtc site. 
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19. (original) The system of claim 17 wherein the request for update 
Infonnnatlon corresponds to a scheduled event 

20. (previously presented) The system of claim 17 wherein the automatic 
update software locates infomnation about the update to a driver in response to a 
request for hardware-related updates. 

21 . (original) The system of claim 20 wherein the information about the 
update to the driver is included in a bitmask in the cache. 

22. (previously presented) The system of claim 20 wherein the 
information about the update to the driver comprises an online update and is 
Included in a file in the cache. 

23. (original) The system of claim 17 wherein the information in the 
cache further includes driver includes version information for at least some of the 
available updates. 

24. (original) The system of claim 17 wherein the automatic update 
software determines whether at least one software component is available for 
download from the network. 
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25. (original) The system of claim 17 wherein the automatic update 
software determines that an update is available and persists infomnation 
corresponding thereto. 

26. (previously presented) The systerti of claim 17 wherein the automatic 
update software determines that the update is available and downloads the update 
from the network. 

27. (currently amended) A computer-readable medium having computer 
executable instructions, comprising, 

accessing an online source to obtain information related to available 
updates arul information related to unavailable updates; 

caching the information , the irrfbrmation including information as to the 
availabilitv and the unavailability of uodates : 

receiving a request directed to whether a particular update is available for 
download from Ihe online source; and 

accessing the cache to determine whether the particular update is available 
or is not available for download from the online source. 

28. (original) The computer-readable medium of claim 27 wherein the 
online source is accessed via an Interr^t site. 
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29. (original) The computer-readable medium of claim 27 wherein the 
cache indicates that the particular up>date is available, and further comprising, 
downloading the update. 

30. (original) The computer-readable medium of claim 27 wherein the 
cache Indicates that the particular update is available, and further comprising, 
persisting infomriation corresponding to the update for later download of the update. 

31-34. (cancelled) 
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